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What a Muhamnrndan may not do is to eat
forbidden food or act in any wuy contrary to the
directions of the Quran and the Traditions. When
he is in doubt, he is to abstain from the con-
templated deetl
The part of the Mnhnmmadan's life that
impresses the stranger most is his obedience to the
call of prayer. If lie is within hearing of the cry
of the Muezzin, he goes to the mosque, puts off his
shoes, and prostrates himself within the building.
If, however, he happens to be working, travelling,
or amusing himself where no mosque is at hand, he
stops as the sun nears the borifton, spreads his
carpet and says his prayers, indifferent to what the
world may think or say.
Three or five periods are observed for prayer*
The three are sunrise, sunset, and night The odd
numbers are curious. The Muslim believes that
the Deity loves odd numbers, ** God is odd; He
loves the odd,*' said a Tradition, The Mulmm-
madan is careful to use odd numbers on every
occasion; in the repetition of his prayers, in the
date that he chooses for starting on a journey or
for beginning a work, and in every other matter
wherein a number enters, he shows his preference
for the odd figure.